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Welcome to Issue 5 of the AnNex Newsletter

As we face the realities of life in another period of lockdown in the UK, the AnNex
team has managed to settle into a 'new normal’ pattern of online meeting and
collaborations. We are delighted to bring you news of some of the work that's
been going on over the last few months. We hope this newsletter finds you all

safe and well as we all face the all-too-familiar restrictions on everyday life.

Health, Homes and Hobbies

2020 has been such a significant year for all of us. It's forced us, for better or worse,
to become more introverted and think about life closer to home, and the things that
are important to us. Much of our recent work in AnNex has dealt with how animal
research affects us personally. For example, Renelle McGlacken gives a very
personal account of why the lines between medical and cosmetic surgery are blurry.

https://mailchi.mp/1d9b37b89af4/animal-research-in-the-time-of-covid-5843917
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Work by the AnNex Exeter team similarly looks at new directions in how
direct beneficiaries of animal research, the patients, are involved in shaping animal
research. Rich Gorman’s recent work on the use of horseshoe crab blood in
pharmaceutical testing reinforces how each of us has personally benefited from the
use of animals in research. And recent work by the Oxford team explores what
happens when our pets and hobbies (e.g. birding and other wildlife catching and
tagging) become part of animal research.
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Animal Borderlands

The Medical and the Cosmetic most recent British Animal Studies
Network conference, which
Renelle McClacken explores the demonstrated the value of
blurred boundaries between interdisciplinary for thinking about
‘cosmetic' and 'medical’ surgery. human-animal relationships.
Read the Blog Read the Blog
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The AnNex Oxford team hosted the

2/4


https://animalresearchnexus.org/blogs/medical-and-cosmetic-reflections-corrective-surgery-and-scientific-use-animals
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Horseshoe Crabs and the

Pharmaceutical Industry —
Challenges and Alternatives

Wildlife Research by Citizen

Scientists Based on his recent work with the

RSPCA, Rich Gorman shows how
all of us are consumers of
horseshoe crab blood, given their
widespread use in pharmaceutical
testing.

ATLANTIC HORSESHOE CRAB }
Limulus polyphemus
‘VULNERABLE :

Use in biomedical research: [Ruad

crab blood is used to detect bacterial e in
vaccines, injectable medicines and medical devices* -

In their paper published in People
and Nature, Ally Palmer and
colleagues consider how wildlife
research by citizen scientists should
be regulated, given its clear benefits
but risks to animal welfare.

Read the Paper

Use is not covered by most lab animal laws.
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Read More

Research conducted outside the
laboratory often receives less
attention than lab work. The AnNex
team held a workshop to consider
issues in non-lab research last year,
and have now published the
workshop findings in Animals.

Read the Paper

Cultures of Care
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In their recent paper in Social
& Cultural Geography, Rich Gorman
and Gail Davies dig deep into the
meeting of animal research and
patient engagement in the UK.

Would you like to collaborate?
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team, or would like to be included on our website,
please contact animalresearchnexus@exeter.ac.uk or
Gail Davies for further information.
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